
Summer Assignment English IV  
College Essay 50 points  

  
College Essay 
Rubric 

Excellent (10 
Points) 

Good (8-9 
Points) 

Needs 
Improvement 
(4-6 Points) 

Poor (0-3 
Points) 

Opening Paragraph Essay focus is clear 
in the opening 
paragraph, and 
begins non 
traditionally – begin 
with a quote, an 
anecdote, or just 
begin the story.  

Essay focus is clear 
in the opening 
paragraph, but does 
not ​begin non 
traditionally. 

Essay focus is 
unclear, and the essay 
begins very 
traditionally. 

Essay is missing a 
clear opening 
paragraph. 

Body Paragraphs Content of essay 
tells a personal 
story that: 

● Shows 
rather than 
tells  
AND 

● Includes 
focus on self  

Content of essay 
tells a personal story 
that: 

● Shows 
rather than 
tells  
OR 

● Includes 
focus on self  

Content of the essay 
tells a personal story 
that:  
Does Not 

● Show rather 
than tell. 

● Include a 
focus on self. 

Content of the essay 
does not tell a 
personal story.  

Ending Paragraph Essay focus is clear 
in the ending 
paragraph, and ​the 
essay ends  non 
traditionally – end 
with a quote, an 
anecdote, or finish 
the story.  

Essay focus is clear 
in the ending 
paragraph, but does 
not ​end non 
traditionally. 

Essay focus is 
unclear, and the essay 
ends  very 
traditionally. 

Essay is missing a 
clear ending 
paragraph. 

Essay is well 
written, 
grammatically 
correct, and effort is 
clearly shown. 

Essay includes: 
Avoids 
generalizations 
Avoids Taboos 
(zero) 
Varies sentence 
beginnings (no 
more than 2 
sentences w/ same 
beginning word) 
Strives for 
grammatical 
diversity and 
perfection (no more 
than 2 errors) 

Essay is missing one 
of the following:  
Avoids 
generalizations 
Avoids Taboos 
(zero) 
Varies sentence 
beginnings (no 
more than 2 
sentences w/ same 
beginning word) 
Strives for 
grammatical 
diversity and 

Essay is missing two 
of the following: 
Avoids 
generalizations 
Avoids Taboos 
(zero) 
Varies sentence 
beginnings (no 
more than 2 
sentences w/ same 
beginning word) 
Strives for 
grammatical 
diversity and 

Essay is missing all 
of the following:  
Avoids 
generalizations 
Avoids Taboos 
(zero) 
Varies sentence 
beginnings (no 
more than 2 
sentences w/ same 
beginning word) 
Strives for 
grammatical 
diversity and 
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Is within the word 
limit.  

perfection (no more 
than 2 errors) 
Is within the word 
limit.  

perfection (no more 
than 2 errors) 
Is within the word 
limit.  

perfection (no more 
than 2 errors) 
Is within the word 
limit.  

Follows MLA 
format. 

Essay includes: 
Header in MLA 
format (Name, 
teacher, class, date 
in proper form) 
Double-spaced and 
in a serif (Times 
New Roman, etc.) 
font no larger than 
12 pt.  
Includes a title (no 
special treatment – 
no underline, bold, 
etc.)  
 

Essay is missing one 
of the following: 
Header in MLA 
format (Name, 
teacher, class, date 
in proper form) 
Double-spaced and 
in a serif (Times 
New Roman, etc.) 
font no larger than 
12 pt.  
Includes a title (no 
special treatment – 
no underline, bold, 
etc.)  

Essay is missing two 
of the following:  
Header in MLA 
format (Name, 
teacher, class, date 
in proper form) 
Double-spaced and 
in a serif (Times 
New Roman, etc.) 
font no larger than 
12 pt.  
Includes a title (no 
special treatment – 
no underline, bold, 
etc.)  

Essay does not 
include any of the 
following:  
Header in MLA 
format (Name, 
teacher, class, date 
in proper form) 
Double-spaced and 
in a serif (Times 
New Roman, etc.) 
font no larger than 
12 pt.  
Includes a title (no 
special treatment – 
no underline, bold, 
etc.)  

 


